LIBERTY
It is not a question of whether man has in some
mysterious fashion free will. For if that were the
problem, all men either would or would not have free
will, and therefore all men would or would not have
liberty. If freedom consists in having free will, and
men have free will, we can will as freely under a Fascist,
or proletarian, as under a bourgeois Government. But
everyone admits that there are degrees of liberty. In
what therefore does this difference in liberty consist ?
Although liberty does not then depend on free will,
it will help us to understand liberty if we consider what
is the freedom of the will. Free will consists in this,
that man is conscious of the motive that dictates his
action. Without this consciousness of antecedent
motive, there is no free will. I raise my hand to ward
off a blow. The blow dictated my action; none the
less, I was conscious that I wanted to ward off the blow ;
I willed to do so. My will was free ; it was an act of
my will. There was a cause ; but I was conscious of a
free volition. And I was conscious of the cause, of the
blow*
In sleep a tickling of the soles of the feet actuates
the plantar reflex. Such an action we call involuntary.
Just as the warding movement was elicited by an out/-
side stimulus, so was the bending of the leg. None the
less, we regard the second as unfree, involuntary. It was
not preceded by a conscious motive. Nor were we con-
scious of the cause of our action. We thus see that free
will exists in so far as we are conscious of an antecedent
motive in our mind, regarded as the immediate cause
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